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SECTION

2.1 Books of History
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Historical Order

What You’ll Need: Paper, pen (optional: 
smartphone or tablet or computer with 
Internet connection)

PREP: Decide on four major world events that you 
think your kids would know about (e.g., Civil War, 
Titanic sinking, WWII, first man walking on the 
moon), and write the title of each event on a piece 
of paper.

STEP 1: Tell the kids about the four famous events 
in history, and for each one, ask kids to raise their 
hand if they know something about it. Call on 
four kids (one per event), and have them line up in 
front of the room, each holding the paper of the 
event they know about. 

STEP 2: Ask each volunteer to talk about their 
event, and have the rest of the kids try to put 
the events in chronological order by having 
the volunteers stand in that order. (Optional: 
Check the order on your smartphone, tablet, or 
computer.) 

STEP 3: Share these key concepts: 

•	 Historical events help us understand what 
happened in our past. 

•	 Learning about famous, historical events help 
us understand why the different countries and 
cultures of the world live and function as they 
do. It also gives us a better understanding as 
to why certain laws were made, and it helps us 
see where we have come from. 

•	 The first 17 books in the Bible are called the 
Books of History. These books contain true facts 
and events from the beginning of time. They 
are a part of the history of mankind, and every 
detail contained in those books is true. 

STEP 4: Transition to the main lesson by asking the 
Holy Spirit to help you and your kids understand 
the truths about the Books of History in the Old 
Testament.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.1 Books of History
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: History According to Me

What You’ll Need: Nothing

STEP 1: Explain that this week they will be 
learning about the Books of History from the Old 
Testament. Before you get started, you want to 
tell them about something that happened. Then 
read the following story.

On the Way Home

One day Sam and Erin were on their way home 
from the grocery store, when they saw a small 
dog hiding under a bush. They thought it might 
be hungry, so they gave it a dog treat, and took it 
home.

STEP 2: Then ask the kids to help you fill in some 
blanks to your story. 

A Place:

An adjective (describing word):

An animal:

An object:

An adjective (describing word):

A food:

Then, fill in your blanks below, and read the story 
out loud.

On the Way Home

One day Sam and Erin were on their way home from 
, when they saw a  hiding under 

a . They thought it might be , so 
they gave it a , and took it home.

Ask the following questions:

•	 Why was our version of the story not 
historically accurate? 

•	 What would Sam and Erin think of our updated 
story?

•	 Why is it important to have an accurate account 
of history? 

STEP 3: Share these concepts.

•	 We know certain events are true because 
people reported the facts as they saw them, 
and they were written down so others would 
have an accurate record. 

•	 God’s Word contains the history of our world, 
and especially God’s people, the Israelites. 
We know every word in the Bible is true and 
accurate because God’s Word is truth (John 
17:17). 

STEP 4: Transition to the main lesson by asking 
the Holy Spirit to help you and your kids 
understand the truths about the Books of History.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.1 Books of History
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Old Testament History

What You’ll Need: Bibles, paper, pens or 
pencils

STEP 1: Divide kids into three groups and assign 
one of the following historical events to each 
group: 

The flood

The Tower of Babel

The Battle of Jericho

STEP 2: Give groups five minutes to come up with 
poses that represent their events. Tell kids that 
they will be doing a “mannequin display” of key 
points of their stories, where everyone freezes like 
a statue in a pose that creates a “snapshot” scene 
representing a moment.

STEP 3: After five minutes, have each group 
present their mannequin displays. 

STEP 4: Share the concepts from the Main Lesson 
Teaching Outline in the Large Group Guide, and 
follow up with the Lesson Application questions 
and Sum It Up statements.

STEP 4: Close in prayer, thanking God for always 
keeping His promises.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.1 God Is Truth
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Key Old Testament 
Historical Figures

What You’ll Need: Computer, printer, Key 
Old Testament Historical Figures Handout, 
costumes (if possible)

PREP: Before large group, print the Old Testament 
Historical Figures Handout and cut apart the 
sections. Have costume options ready for use.

STEP 1: Ask for two volunteers and give each a 
section of the handout. Give them a few seconds 
to read it through, and choose something to wear 
as a costume. While they are doing this, explain to 
the group that they will be getting to know two 
characters from the Books of History.

STEP 2: Ask each volunteer to stand and read his 
or her section. After each section is read, ask the 
following questions. 

•	 Why was that person an important part of 
Israel’s history? 

•	 How did God use circumstances in his or her life 
to help keep His promise to Israel? 

STEP 3: Share the concepts from the Main Lesson 
Teaching Outline in the Large Group Guide, and 
follow up with the Lesson Application questions 
and Sum It Up statements.

Notes:
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T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.1 Books of History
Main Lesson Activity • Option 2

Key Old Testament Historical Figures

Joseph

Hi, I’m Joseph. I’m a great grandson of 
Abraham. My 10 older brothers were often 
jealous of me because I had amazing 
dreams, and also because my dad made 
me a beautiful, colorful coat. Anyway, one 
day they sold me into slavery! I ended up 
in Egypt working for a powerful leader. 
My life wasn’t always easy; I had to work 
hard. I was wrongly accused and ended up 
in jail! But I believed God’s promises, and 
God was with me. 

One night the leader of all Egypt, Pharaoh, 
had a dream. It bothered him, and no one 
could tell him what it meant. A former 
prisoner mentioned me, and Pharaoh 
had me interpret the dream. I was able 
to explain the meaning of the dream to 
him with God’s help, and Pharaoh was so 
impressed that he made me second-in-
command under him! Over the next years, 
I was able to save my family from a severe 
famine, and I was even able to have them 
come and live near me in Egypt. I was able 
to forgive my older brothers and to see my 
father again. God used my life in big ways 
to keep His promises to my people.

Ruth

I’m Ruth. Some people may say I had 
a hard life. I was married to a good 
man who was an Israelite. I was not 
familiar with his people or his God. But 
then, my husband died and so did his 
brother AND his father. I was left with 
my mother-in-law and sister-in-law. I 
promised my sad mother-in-law that I 
would go wherever she went and that 
her God would be my God. I ended up 
returning with my mother-in-law to her 
people. We were very poor, and I had 
to work hard to provide food for us. 

One day, as I was working in the field, 
the owner saw me and asked about 
me. He told his men to leave extra food 
for me. When I told my mother-in-law, 
she was thrilled. The owner, Boaz, 
was a relative, and there was a way 
that Boaz could help us! I did exactly 
what my mother-in-law told me to 
do, and Boaz came to our rescue. We 
were married and had a little baby 
boy named Obed. Even though there 
were sad, hard times in my life, God 
was always with me. And He even used 
me to help keep His promises to the 
Israelites through my great-grandson, 
King David.
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SECTION

2.2 Books of Wisdom
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Rhyme Time

What You’ll Need: Nothing

STEP 1: Have kids stand in groups of two. Instruct 
one person in each pair to say a word. Then the 
other person in their pair needs to come up with 
a legitimate word that rhymes. Once they do, 
they can switch partners, and the challenge is 
to see how many times they can switch in two 
minutes. Have leaders walking around the room 
ready to offer assistance when needed. 

STEP 2: After two minutes, have kids return to 
their seats. Read a simple poem (e.g., “Roses are 
red, violets are blue ...”). When you hear the word 
poetry, usually you think of words that rhyme and 
have a pattern.

STEP 3: Share these concepts. 

•	 There are many different forms of poetry. In 
fact, most songs are poems set to music.

•	 Some poetry does not rhyme, and often if a 
poem is translated from a different language, it 
will not rhyme. 

•	 Five of the books of the Bible are known as 
Books of Wisdom, or Poetry Books. Many of 
these books contain poems that do not rhyme 
in our language. 

•	 God gave us these Books of Wisdom so that we 
would learn more about who He is, and how 
we can better worship Him. 

STEP 4: Transition to the main lesson by praying 
and asking the Holy Spirit to help you and your 
kids recognize the importance of the Books of 
Wisdom and how they impact your lives. 

Notes:
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SECTION

2.2 Books of Widsom
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: Wise Words

What You’ll Need: Nothing

STEP 1: Ask kids if they have ever heard any wise 
sayings. Allow several to share. Read several of 
the wise sayings from below. 

•	 A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.

•	 Don’t judge a book by its cover.

•	 Appearances are often deceiving.

•	 Slow and steady wins the race.

STEP 2: Ask the following questions: 

•	 What makes a saying wise? 

•	 Are all of these sayings wise? Why or why not? 

•	 How do you know if a saying or advice from a 
friend is wise? 

STEP 3: Transition to the main lesson by 
explaining that God has given us five books full 
of wisdom in His Word. Pray and ask the Holy 
Spirit to help you and your kids recognize the 
importance of the Books of Wisdom and how 
they impact your lives. 

Notes:

ESV
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SECTION

2.2 Books of Wisdom
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Wisdom and Worship

What You’ll Need: Two pieces of paper, 
masking tape, Bible

PREP: Write Wisdom on one paper, and Reason 
to Worship on the other. Tape them on opposite 
walls from each other. Mark all the verses in your 
Bible ahead of time.

STEP 1: Have the kids stand in the middle of your 
space, and explain you are going to play a game. 
Each verse you read will either contain a wise 
saying or a reason to worship God. When they 
hear the verses, they need to go to the sign they 
think most correctly describes the verse — a wise 
saying or a reason to worship.

STEP 2: Read the following verses out loud, and 
cheer for the kids as they decide each time.

•	 Proverbs 3:5-6 (wisdom)

•	 Psalm 19:1 (worship)

•	 Job 36:5 (worship)

•	 Psalm 34:3 (worship)

•	 Proverbs 19:11 (wisdom)

•	 Proverbs 18:24 (wisdom)

•	 Ecclesiastes 12:13 (wisdom)

STEP 3: Share the concepts from the Main Lesson 
Teaching Outline in the Large Group Guide, and 
follow up with the Lesson Application questions 
and Sum It Up statements.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.2 Books of Wisdom
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Books of Wisdom Overview

What You’ll Need: Bibles, Books of Wisdom 
Handout

PREP: Print the Books of Wisdom Handout, and fold 
each page in half to look like a book.

STEP 1: Ask for five volunteers who have their 
Bibles. Assign one of the following verses to each 
volunteer, giving it to them by handing them the 
corresponding “book” from the Books of Wisdom 
Handout. Ask leaders to help kids look up verses, if 
needed.

These are the verses that the books direct them to:

•	 Job 42:2

•	 Psalm 103:1

•	 Proverbs 1:7

•	 Ecclesiastes 12:13

•	 Song of Solomon 2:16

STEP 2: Ask each volunteer to hold up their book and 
read his or her assigned verse. 

STEP 3: Share the following concepts as they relate 
to each verse. 

•	 God uses the five Books of Wisdom in the middle 
of the Old Testament to teach us how to make the 
choices He wants us to make and how to worship 
Him.

•	 Job, the first of the books, shows us how God 
used the problems and trials of Job to teach him 
and us about God. 

•	 Psalms is a collection of 150 songs that teach us 
how to worship God, how to ask for God’s help, 
and how to encourage others to know who God 
is. 

•	 Proverbs is a book of short sayings to help 
Solomon’s son have the wisdom to make good 
choices.

Notes:

•	 Ecclesiastes shares Solomon’s search for 
happiness and contentment, which can only 
be found by fearing God and obeying His 
commandments. 

•	 Song of Solomon shows what true love 
between a married man and women should 
look like.
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Books of Wisdom Handout
Main Lesson Activity • Option 2
T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.2 Books of Wisdom

PREP: Print the following pages of the Books of 
Wisdom Handout, and fold each page in half to 
look like a book.
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T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.2 Books of Wisdom • Books of Wisdom Handout (1 of 5)
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SECTION

2.3 Books of Prophecy
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Predictions

What You’ll Need: Nothing

STEP 1: Read each of the following predictions. 
Have kids stand if they think the predictions will 
come true. 

•	 You will have a flying car by the time you are 30. 

•	 People can live on Mars by the year 2218. 

•	 Someone in this room will grow up and 
become a doctor. 

•	 Someone in this room will one day be a parent. 

STEP 2: Discuss the following questions: 

•	 Why do you think some of these predictions 
might come true? 

•	 Why do you think some of these predictions 
won’t come true? 

•	 What is the difference between a prediction 
and a prophecy? 

STEP 3: Share these key concepts: 

•	 We have the whole Bible (Genesis to 
Revelation), but people in the Old Testament 
had to rely on men to whom God spoke in order 
for them to hear God’s Word.

•	 These men of God, called prophets, had to give 
the people the very words God spoke to them. 

•	 The people knew these prophets were from 
God because they spoke in God’s name and 
what they said came true. 

STEP 4: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
and understanding the Books of Prophecy.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.3 Books of Prophecy
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: Prophets in Order

What You’ll Need: Sticky notes

PREP: Prepare the sticky notes by writing the 
name of one book of the prophets on each note. 

STEP 1: Divide kids into groups of three or four. 
Give a Books of Prophecy set to each group. 

STEP 2: Give groups one minute to put the titles of 
the Books of Prophecy in order. Have leaders help 
groups as needed. 

STEP 3: Share these key concepts: 

We have the whole Bible (Genesis to Revelation), 
but people in the Old Testament had to rely on 
men to whom God spoke.

These men of God, prophets, had to give the 
people the very words God spoke to them. 

The people knew these prophets were from God 
because they spoke in God’s name and what they 
said came true. 

STEP 4: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
and understanding the Books of Prophecy.

Notes:

ESV
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SECTION

2.3 Books of Prophecy
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Prophecies Fulfilled

What You’ll Need: Bible bookmarked to the 
verses in the lesson activity, three pieces 
of poster board (or blank paper), a marker 
(preferably red)

PREP: Draw a large box in the middle of each of 
the three pieces of poster board. At the top of the 
first one, write Isaiah 9:6 and at the bottom, write 
Luke 1:31. At the top of the second one, write Micah 
5:2 and at the bottom, write Matthew 2:6. At the 
top of the third one, write Isaiah 53:5 and at the 
bottom, write 1 Peter 2:24.

STEP 1: Ask for kids to raise their hands if they have 
seen a checklist before. Elaborate that a checklist 
has boxes that only get checked when something 
is done. Tell them that sometimes when someone 
is checking off a box on a checklist, they may even 
yell the word, “Check!” If you think it would work 
with your group, let them try yelling, “Check!” 
Explain to the kids that today we are going to be 
checking off some boxes that have to do with 
prophecies given in the Old Testament that the 
New Testament shows us are about Jesus. 

STEP 2: Ask for volunteers to read the verses on 
the poster board. Have a volunteer read Isaiah 
9:6. Share with kids that this prophecy was about 
the birth of Jesus, the Messiah. Have a volunteer 
read Luke 1:31, and then help kids recognize how 
the passage in Luke tells us that Jesus would 
fulfill the prophecy in Isaiah. After the volunteer 
finishes reading, ask the group, “Did we hear that 
Jesus would fulfill that prophecy?” Have everyone 
together yell “Check!” as you use the marker to 
write a big check mark in the box.

Continue with the rest of the prophecies and help 
the kids recognize how God used the prophets to 
share what would come to pass. See the reference 
list to check your answers.

Below are listed the verses:

Isaiah 9:6 (prophecy)

Luke 1:31 (Jesus to fulfill)

Micah 5:2 (prophecy)

Matthew 2:6 (Jesus to fulfill)

Isaiah 53:5 (prophecy)

1 Peter 2:24 (Jesus to fulfill)

STEP 3: Share these key concepts. Allow time for 
kids to ask questions or give responses to your 
teaching. 

•	 The last 17 books of the Old Testament are 
known as the Books of Prophecy. 

•	 Prophets were men called by God to warn 
people about their sin and tell them God’s 
messages, which were called revelations. 

•	 Prophets would often tell about events 
that would happen in the future. However, 
sometimes their jobs would be to tell about 
and explain events that were currently 
happening to the people.

•	 Some prophets had specific messages to the 
Israelites. Jeremiah was to warn the Israelites 
that they would be punished if they did not 
stop sinning and start obeying God. His 
prophecies were fulfilled when Babylon took 
over Israel. 

•	 Several of the prophets told about the coming 
Messiah. They shared truths about His birth, life, 
death, and resurrection. These prophecies were 
fulfilled and recorded in the New Testament. 

•	 When we study prophecies and their 
fulfillments, we can see that God and His Word 
can always be trusted as truth. God ALWAYS 
keeps His Word.
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SECTION

2.3 Books of Prophecy
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Prophet Personalities

What You’ll Need: Computer, printer, Prophet 
Personalities Handout, scissors

PREP: Print out a copy of the Prophet Personalities 
Handout and cut apart the sections. 

STEP 1: Ask for three volunteer readers, and 
give each volunteer a section from the Prophets 
Personalities Handout. 

STEP 2: Have the volunteers read their prophet’s 
overviews. Then share these key concepts: 

•	 The last 17 books of the Old Testament are 
known as the Books of Prophecy. 

•	 Prophets were men and women called by God 
to warn people about their sin and tell them 
God’s messages, which were called revelations. 

•	 Prophets would often tell about events 
that would happen in the future. However, 
sometimes their jobs would be to tell about 
and explain events that were currently 
happening to the people.

•	 Some prophets had specific messages to the 
Israelites. For example, Jeremiah was to warn 
the Israelites that they would be punished if 
they did not stop sinning and start obeying 
God. Ezekiel prophesied about Israel’s exile and 
about heaven. Daniel prophesied about future 
events.  

•	 When we study prophecies and their 
fulfillments, we can see that God and His Word 
can always be trusted as truth. God ALWAYS 
keeps His Word.

Notes:

ESV
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T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.3 Books of Prophecy
Main Lesson Activity • Option 2

Prophet Personalities Handout

Daniel

Hi! I’m Daniel. You may remember some of 
the famous stories about me, like the time 
I was thrown into the lion’s den? Many 
people think that’s the only thing I did to 
show others I believed in and trusted God. 
But that’s not true. 

Did you know that God also used me as 
a prophet? He gave me many different 
messages to tell the people. In one, God 
revealed a message to the ungodly King 
Belthazaar in a strange way. See, King 
Belthazaar was having this party, and they 
were REALLY partying. All of a sudden, the 
people at the party saw a hand writing 
on the wall! No body, no anything, just a 
hand!

I was called to the scene, and God gave me 
the words of the message to share with 
the king. 

There were many other prophecies that 
God gave me about things that still haven’t 
happened. Even though it may be hard 
to think about, but the things that I wrote 
thousands of years ago will still come 
true. These weren’t my words; they were 
God’s Words. I just wrote them down for 
Him. And because God always keeps His 
promises, you can know for sure that the 
prophecies I wrote about the future will 
come true.

Ezekiel

My name is Ezekiel. I was supposed 
to work as a priest, but God had 
another job for me. He gave me many 
messages to tell His people who had 
been captured and taken away from 
their homes. God’s messages to me 
were very different. He often had me 
do some pretty unusual things to share 
His messages to His people. One time, 
I had to build a small model of the city 
of Jerusalem. Another time I had to cut 
part of my hair and throw it up into 
the wind. And then there was the time 
that I had to bake bread — on poo! 
Yeah, some of those things were pretty 
weird and gross, but near the end of 
my book, I got to share some pretty 
cool prophecies about heaven. Guys, 
it’s going to be so beautiful there. 

Every time God asked me to do 
something, I always obeyed. God used 
these unusual examples to show His 
people how they had sinned against 
Him, a holy righteous God. I began to 
understand just how much God hates 
sin. And I hope that those who read 
and study my book understand that 
too.
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T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.3 Books of Prophecy
Main Lesson Activity • Option 2

Prophet Personalities Handout

Jeremiah

I’m Jeremiah. One of my nicknames is The 
Weeping Prophet. God called me before 
I was even born to be His prophet, but 
it was not easy. God wanted me to tell 
His people, the Israelites, that they had 
not obeyed. God gave them so many 
opportunities to turn from their sin, but 
they didn’t. They kept on sinning and 
disobeying what He commanded them to 
do. My message to the people was that 
God was going to punish Israel for their 
sin. There was going to be another country 
who would come in and take over the 
people. This message came true when 
Israel’s enemy, Babylon, defeated Israel. 
Many of the people were taken from their 
homes and forced to move far away. 

Even though God’s people deserved to 
be punished, He still loved them. In fact, 
He told me to tell them that He had good 
plans for them. If they began to seek Him 
with all their hearts, then He would bring 
them back. God never gave up on His 
people, and He will never give up on us 
either. We can trust in God, because He has 
a plan and a future for all of us, as long as 
we seek Him with all of our hearts.
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SECTION

2.4 The Gospels
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Christmas Celebration 

What You’ll Need: Christmas decorations 
(optional); Christmas CD and CD player, or 
Smartphone or tablet (optional)

PREP: Optional: Decorate the classroom with 
Christmas decorations and play Christmas music 
in the background.

STEP 1: As kids enter the classroom, tell them 
Merry Christmas. Explain that they will be learning 
about the four Gospels in the New Testament. 
They tell about when Jesus came to earth, so we’re 
having a mini Christmas celebration. 

STEP 2: Share these key concepts: 

•	 When people think of the Gospels, they often 
think of the birth of Jesus. But the Gospels 
contain much more.

•	 The Holy Spirit inspired four different men from 
different backgrounds to share the true story of 
the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

STEP 3: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
the Gospels in the Bible.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.4 The Gospels
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: What Do You See? 

What You’ll Need: Computer, printer

PREP: Ahead of time, search the Internet for 
optical illusions. Print out several images, or be 
prepared to show those images to your kids in 
class. 

STEP 1: Show images to kids and ask, “What do 
you see?” and listen to their responses.

STEP 2: Share the following concepts: 

•	 When two people look at these images, they 
may see two different pictures, depending on 
their perspectives. If they examine the picture 
long enough, they may be able to see the 
second part to the image. 

•	 The Holy Spirit inspired four different men to 
write about Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, death, 
and resurrection. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John each wrote their Gospel from his own 
backgrounds and perspectives of how he 
perceived Jesus and His ministries.

STEP 3: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
the Gospels in the Bible.

Notes:

ESV
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SECTION

2.4 The Gospels
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Same Story, Different 
Perspectives 

What You’ll Need: Funny objects, crazy 
costumes, person willing to wear them

PREP: Explain to the person wearing the costume 
that you will want them to remain hidden from 
the group until you have the four volunteers with 
you. Then he or she will need to run through your 
space, acting a little crazy and saying things that 
don’t make sense, like numbers or animal noises 
in a random sequence.

STEP 1: Explain that you need four volunteers to 
stand with you at the front of your space, because 
you want to ask them a few questions.

STEP 2: When all four are standing with you, 
have the person wearing the funny costume run 
through your space, and then leave.

STEP 3: Explain that you need to ask some 
questions about what everyone just saw. Have 
volunteers take turns telling what they saw, while 
the other volunteers cover their ears. If they need 
a little prompting you can ask more specifically 
what they saw, heard, and wondered when the 
person came running through.

STEP 4: Thank your volunteers and have them sit 
down.

STEP 5: Tell the kids that it seemed that each 
person had something different to say about what 
he or she just saw, because each person noticed 
different details and remembers different parts of 
the event. In the same way when Jesus came to 
earth, four different men wrote about what they 
noticed and remembered about Him

STEP 6: Share these key concepts:

•	 The first four books of the New Testament are 
known as the Gospels. They tell the true story 
of Jesus Christ’s life on earth. 

•	 The Gospels are named for their writers. The 

Notes:

Holy Spirit inspired the writers and made 
sure that everything they wrote was true. 
All four writers told the true story of Christ’s 
birth, earthly ministry, miracles, death, and 
resurrection. 

•	 Matthew was one of Christ’s followers. He 
showed that Christ is the true King and the 
promised Messiah. 

•	 Mark heard about Jesus from Peter. Mark 
showed that Jesus has power and authority, 
but came to serve and to sacrifice Himself for 
others.

•	 Luke was a historian and a doctor. He recorded 
details of Christ’s miracles and death, and also 
focused on the truth that Jesus was fully God 
and fully man.

•	 John was one of the disciples who was closest 
to Jesus. He focused on the truth that Jesus is 
fully God.

•	 When Jesus came to earth, four different men 
wrote true accounts about Him. This is a gift to 
us, because by putting it all together we better 
understand what things were really like.

STEP 7: Follow up with the Lesson Application 
questions and Sum It Up statements from the 
Large Group Guide.

ESV
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SECTION

2.4 The Gospels
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Gospel Overview 

What You’ll Need: Gospel Overview Handout 
(from the Resource Bundle), scissors, Bible

PREP: Bookmark your Bible with Matthew 5:17, 
Mark 10:25, Luke 19:10, and John 20:31.

STEP 1: Ask for five volunteers to come to the front. 

STEP 2: Explain that today you are learning about 
the Gospels. These are by four different people 
whose writings help us understand more about 
who Jesus is. 

STEP 3: Give each volunteer a letter, and have 
them stand in order so that the letters read JESUS. 
Have each child read the reference inside their 
letter. As the verse reference is read, use your 
Bible to read the verse, or have the child read it 
from your Bible.

This is what the letters will say:

J- Matthew 5:17

E- Mark 10:25

S- The Gospels help us know Him better!

U- Luke 19:10

S- John 20:31

STEP 4: After this, share the following key concepts 
to help guide your discussion of the Gospels. 

•	 The first four books of the New Testament are 
known as the Gospels. They tell the true story 
of Jesus Christ’s life on earth. 

•	 The Gospels are named for their writers. The 
Holy Spirit inspired the writers and made sure 
that everything they wrote was true. All four 
writers told the true story of Christ’s birth, 
earthly ministry and miracles, death and 
resurrection. 

•	 Matthew was one of Christ’s followers. He 

Notes:

showed that Christ is the true King and the 
promised Messiah.

•	 Mark heard about Jesus from Peter. Mark 
showed that Jesus has power and authority, 
but came to serve and to sacrifice Himself for 
others.

•	 Luke was a historian and a doctor. He recorded 
details of Christ’s miracles and death, and also 
focused on the truth that Jesus was fully God 
and fully man.

•	 John was one of the disciples who was closest 
to Jesus. He focused on the truth that Jesus is 
fully God.

•	 When Jesus came to earth, four different 
men wrote about what they noticed and 
remembered about Him. This is a gift to us, 
because by putting it all together, we can 
better understand what things would have 
really been like.

STEP 5: Follow up with the Lesson Application 
questions and Sum It Up statements from the 
Large Group Guide.
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SECTION

2.5 Acts
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Best News Ever! 

What You’ll Need: Newspaper or computer 
and printer or smartphone or tablet with 
Internet

PREP: Before class, search a newspaper or Internet 
for two or three positive news stories (you can 
type “positive news” in a search engine), make 
sure the stories are age appropriate. 

STEP 1: Share with kids an overview of one or 
two of the news stories. Then ask the following 
questions: 

•	 What makes this story good? 

•	 Why is it easier to share good news instead of 
bad news? 

STEP 2: Share these key concepts: 

•	 Before Jesus went back to heaven, He told His 
followers to tell everyone the good news that 
He died and rose again to pay the punishment 
for sin. 

•	 The book of Acts shares how Jesus’ followers 
began to share this good news with everyone 
they met. As a result, the early church began. 

STEP 3: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
and obeying the book of Acts in the Bible.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.5 Acts
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: Special News Bulletin 

What You’ll Need: Nothing

STEP 1: Have the kids stand in a line. Explain you 
will be sharing special news bulletins with the 
person on the one end of the line, and then the 
kids will need to whisper the message in the ear 
of the person next to them to pass it along, like 
the game Telephone, the last person to receive 
the message will tell the group what they heard.

STEP 2: Start the game, by whispering the first 
message to the child at the beginning of the line. 

Here are the messages you can share, or you can 
make up your own:

A missing pet is returned.

Two brothers dig up a dinosaur fossil in their 
backyard.

A little girl discovers a priceless treasure hidden in 
her family’s attic.

STEP 3: After you have finished playing, share 
these key concepts: 

•	 Before Jesus went back to heaven, He told His 
followers to tell everyone the good news that 
He died and rose again to pay the punishment 
for sin. 

•	 The book of Acts shares how Jesus’ followers 
began to share this good news with everyone 
they met. They shared it from one person to the 
next, just as you did in your game. As a result, 
the early church began. 

STEP 4: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
and obeying The book of Acts in the Bible.

Notes:

ESV
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SECTION

2.5 Acts
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Examples to Follow 

What You’ll Need: A box wrapped up like 
a present (it doesn’t need to have anything 
inside), Bible, paper, string, hole punch

PREP: Write Giver on one paper, and Receiver 
on the other piece of paper. Punch holes on 
two corners of each paper. Mark the following 
passages of Scripture in your Bible (Acts 3:1-8, Acts 
8:4-6, Acts 16:25-31) so you have them ready.

STEP 1: Explain that the book of Acts tells us many 
stories about how God’s followers shared the 
good news about Jesus with other people. Sharing 
the gospel is like giving someone a present, 
because it is good news that gives hope. Show 
them the present, and explain that you are going 
to play a game.

STEP 2: Ask for two volunteers to stand at the 
front. Give one the sign Giver and the other the 
sign Receiver. Have the Giver hold the present. 
Explain that in each story the group will be 
working to identify who gave the good news, and 
who received it.

Read the following passages out loud from your 
Bible, and have the kids identify who is the giver 
of the good news in the Bible, and who received 
it. The answers are written for you in parenthesis 
to reference if needed.

The stories you will read:

•	 Acts 3:1-8 (Peter and John give to the crippled 
beggar.)

•	 Acts 8:4-6 (Philip gave to the crowds in 
Samaria.)

•	 Acts 16:25-31 (Paul and Silas gave to the jailer.)

STEP 3: After the group has worked through these 
stories, tell the kids that the believers in each 
passage are good examples to follow. Just as 
these people in the early church shared the good 
news of Jesus, we also get to do so. When you 
share about God’s love, it is like giving a gift to 

Notes:

someone. Sometimes he or she will receive it, and 
sometimes he or she won’t, but our job is to be 
the giver of the good news, regardless of how it is 
received.

STEP 4: Share the concepts from the Main Lesson 
Teaching Outline in the Large Group Guide, and 
follow up with the Lesson Application questions 
and Sum It Up statements.
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SECTION

2.5 Acts
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Early Church Activities 

What You’ll Need: Bibles, Early Church 
Activities Handout

STEP 1: Explain to the kids that you will be doing 
a matching game together to talk about the book 
of Acts. Acts is about the beginning of the early 
church, and together you are going to read about 
what the people in the early church did.

STEP 2: Read Acts 2:41-47 aloud. Encourage the kids 
to follow along as you read. 

STEP 3: Have 16 volunteers get bracelets, and 
find the person with the bracelet whose picture 
or words match their own. Below are listed the 
matches.

Actions in the early church: 

They were baptized. (drop of water)

They devoted themselves to teaching/doctrine. 
(speech bubble)

They devoted themselves to fellowship. (two 
smiley faces)

They devoted themselves to the breaking of 
bread. (loaf of bread)

They devoted themselves to prayer. (praying 
hands)

They cared for one another by selling their 
possessions and dividing them among 
themselves. (money symbol)

They met together in homes every day. (house 
picture)

They had glad and generous hearts. (heart)

They praised God. (praising hands)

They had favor with all people. (thumbs up sign)

STEP 4: Share these key concepts: 

Notes:

•	 The apostles and the early church depended 
entirely on their relationship with God, and 
began to share Jesus Christ with the world. 

•	 These early believers then went out and shared 
Christ everywhere they went. People saw their 
testimonies and believed in Jesus. 

•	 We get to follow the example of the early 
church in Acts and share the good news about 
Jesus Christ around the world.

STEP 5: Discuss the following questions:

•	 How were these believers like people in our 
church? 

•	 How are they different? 

•	 What would our church look like if we followed 
the example of people in the early church 
people? 

•	 How can you personally follow these 
examples? 

STEP 6: Close in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to 
help you and your kids follow the examples of the 
early believers in Acts.
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They were baptized.

They devoted themselves to teaching/doctrine.

They devoted themselves to fellowship.

They devoted themselves to the breaking of bread.

They devoted themselves to prayer.

They cared for one another by selling their  
possessions and dividing them among themselves.

They met together in homes every day.

They had glad and generous hearts.

They praised God.

They had favor with all people.
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SECTION

2.6 The Epistles
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: A Special Letter 

What You’ll Need: Stationery or paper, 
envelope 

PREP: Before class, write a letter to your T&T 
group. (Optional: Ask a church leader to write a 
short letter to your club.)

STEP 1: Explain to the kids that your T&T club 
received a letter. Read the letter aloud, and then 
pass the letter around for the kids to read. 

STEP 2: While the kids are reading the letter, ask if 
anyone wants to share a time when they received 
a special card or letter. 

STEP 3: Ask the following questions: 

•	 How do you feel when you get a letter or a card 
in the mail? 

•	 Why might people send a letter or a card? 

•	 What other ways do people communicate with 
one another? 

STEP 4: Share these key concepts: 

•	 People in New Testament times who lived far 
apart could only communicate by visiting or 
sending a letter. 

•	 It would take a long time to receive a letter, so 
it meant a lot for someone to send a letter. 

•	 The Holy Spirit inspired men who were traveling 
to share the good news to write letters to 
different people or churches they had visited. 
These letters are a part of the New Testament 
and are called the Epistles. 

STEP 5: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
and obeying the Epistles.

Notes:

ESV
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SECTION

2.6 The Epistles
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: A Card for Every Occasion 

What You’ll Need: Random assortment of 
greeting cards (they can be written on or 
blank)

STEP 1: Show the kids the greeting cards you 
brought, noticing with them the different 
occasions why people send greeting cards, like 
birthdays and special days.

STEP 2: Ask the kids: 

•	 How do you feel when you get a letter or a card 
in the mail? 

•	 Why might people send a letter or a card? 

•	 What other ways do people communicate with 
one another? 

STEP 3: Share these key concepts: 

•	 People in New Testament times who lived far 
apart could only communicate by visiting or 
sending a letter. 

•	 It would take a long time to receive a letter, so 
it meant a lot for someone to send a letter. 

•	 The Holy Spirit inspired men who were traveling 
to share the good news to write letters to 
different people or churches they had visited. 
These letters are a part of the New Testament 
and are called the Epistles. 

STEP 4: Transition into the main lesson by 
explaining that today’s lesson is about the 
Epistles, which are letters written to and from 
early Christians. Open in prayer, asking the Holy 
Spirit to help you and your kids understand the 
importance of studying and obeying the Epistles. 

Notes:
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SECTION

2.6 The Epistles
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Important Reminders  

What You’ll Need: Bibles, paper, six chairs, 
balloons, permanent marker, Important 
Reminders Handout, scissors, tape

PREP: Write each verse reference on a balloon 
with a permanent marker, and print out the 
Important Reminders Handout, cutting it along 
the lines. Tape each portion to a different chair, 
and line the chairs up along one side of the space 
where you meet.

STEP 1: Have kids work in pairs or groups, and 
give each pair or group one of the balloons with a 
verse reference written on it. 

Philippians 4:8 (Think about good things.)

Ephesians 2:10 (God created us to do the work He 
has prepared for us.)

Ephesians 4:32 (We need to be kind to each other.)

Colossians 1:13-14 (God has delivered us from 
darkness to light.)

1 Peter 2:11 (We should not give in to sinful desires.)

1 John 1:9 (God will forgive us if we confess our 
sins.)

STEP 2: Encourage kids to read their passages and 
find out the lesson that believers can learn from 
that Epistle verse. 

STEP 3: Once they have an idea about what their 
verse might mean, have them line up on one side 
of the space, with their balloon. 

STEP 4: Explain that they will now have to get their 
balloon to the right summary of what the verse 
is about, by blowing it there (no touching it with 
anything). Then have the game begin by saying, 
“Go!”

STEP 5: Check the kids’ answers, and congratulate 

them. Then share the following concepts.

•	 The people in the early church told everyone 
about the good news of Jesus, and the 
church grew (Acts 2:41-45). They even sent out 
missionaries to share Christ with others who 
lived far away (Acts 8:26-40). As those people 
came to know Christ, they started churches in 
their towns and villages. Soon there were many 
churches all over. 

•	 These brand new churches needed help. The 
Holy Spirit inspired men to write letters to 
believers and churches to help them know how 
to get along with other believers and how to 
live like Christ (2 Peter 1:21). 

•	 When a church would receive a letter, they 
would read it aloud as a group. Each of the 
letters were a little different. Some of the 
letters taught the believers truths about 
God and salvation (Romans). Others taught 
them how to function as a church (1 and 2 
Corinthians). Some letters pointed out that 
believers were sinning and needed to get 
things right (Philippians 4:2). 

•	 Each Epistle is valuable for believers today. As 
we study the Epistles, we will learn exactly how 
God wants us to treat one another and serve 
Him. 

STEP 6: Follow up with the Lesson Application 
questions and Sum It Up statements from the 
Large Group Guide.
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We should think about  
good things.

God created us  
to do work He has 
prepared for us.

We need to be kind  
to each other.

God has delivered us 
from darkness to light.

We should not give in  
to sinful desires.

God will forgive us  
if we confess our sins.
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SECTION

2.6 The Epistles
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Early Church News 

What You’ll Need: Bible, computer and printer, 
Early Church News Handout

PREP: Before class, print out copies of the Early 
Church News Handout. Cut apart the sections. 

STEP 1: Divide kids into three groups and tell the 
groups to imagine they are one of the first New 
Testament churches. 

STEP 2: Give the groups their corresponding 
section of the handout and have a spokesperson 
from each group read aloud their information 
to the group, and fill in one of the sections with 
what the verse says. After one minute, have 
the spokesperson from each group pass the 
letter to another group and then choose a new 
spokesperson from that group to read that letter. 
Continue the activity until each group has read all 
three letters. 

STEP 3: Share these key concepts: 

•	 The people in the early church told everyone 
about the good news of Jesus, and the 
church grew (Acts 2:41-45). They even sent out 
missionaries to share Christ with others who lived 
far away. As those people came to know Christ, 
they started churches in their towns and villages. 
Soon, there were many churches all over. 

•	 These brand new churches needed help. The 
Holy Spirit inspired men to write letters to 
believers and churches to help them know how 
to get along with other believers and how to 
live like Christ (2 Peter 1:21). Often while these 
men were traveling to churches, they would 
remember something that they wanted to 
share with one of the churches. They would 
then write a letter to that church and send that 
letter with someone. 

•	 When a church would receive a letter, they 
would read it aloud as a group. Each of the 
letters were a little different. Some of the 
letters taught the believers truths about 

Notes:

God and salvation (Romans). Others taught 
them how to function as a church (1 and 2 
Corinthians). Some letters pointed out that 
believers were sinning and needed to get 
things right (Philippians 4:2). 

•	 These letters would then be passed around 
to the other churches. All of the churches 
benefited from the Epistles (Colossians 4:16). 

•	 We, too, benefit from the Epistles. When we 
read, study, and apply the truths of these books 
to our lives, we will grow to become more 
and more like Christ. We will know how to get 
along with other believers, and we will have the 
wisdom and strength to tell others about Christ. 

STEP 4: Follow up with the Lesson Application 
questions and Sum It Up statements from the 
Large Group Guide.
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Early Church News
ROMANS: 
Greater understanding of 
our salvation and growing 
in the righteousness of God!
Dear Roman Believers, 

It has come to our understanding that a letter you 
received from Paul is listed in the Bible as Romans 
and is open for all believers to read and study. In 
order to help believers study your letter from Paul, 
we have listed the following summaries for the book. 

The book of Romans was written by Paul to the 
believers in Rome. This book offers a greater 
understanding of our salvation, and encourages us to 
grow in the righteousness of God. 

We appreciate your willingness to share this great 
letter with other believers

Sincerely, 

Fellow Believers in Christ 

Romans 10:9-10

Romans 6:23

Romans 12:1-2
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T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.6 The Epistles • Early Church News Handout (2 of 3)

Early Church News
EPHESIANS: Who we are because of our 
salvation, and how to get along with others!

Ephesians 4:32

Ephesians 2:8-9

Ephesians 6:1-2

Dear Ephesian Believers, 

It has come to our understanding that a letter you 
received from Paul is listed in the Bible as Ephesians 
and is open for all believers to read and study. In 
order to help believers study your letter from Paul, 
we have listed the following summaries for the book. 

The book of Ephesians was written by Paul to the 
believers in Ephesus. The first few chapters of the 
book focus on who we are because of our salvation 
in Christ. The rest of the book deals with how we 
are to get along with other believers, members of 
our family, and employers and employees. The book 
ends with instruction on the armor of God. 

We appreciate your willingness to share this great 
letter with other believers

Sincerely, 

Fellow Believers in Christ

ESV
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Early Church News
PHILIPPIANS: Keep growing in the faith, 
and get along with each other!

Philippians 4:8-9

Philippians 1:6

Philippians 4:19

Dear Philippian Believers, 

It has come to our understanding that a letter 
you received from Paul is listed in the Bible as 
Philippians and is open for all believers to read and 
study. In order to help believers study your letter 
from Paul, we have listed the following summaries 
for the book. 

The book of Philippians was written by Paul (who 
was in prison for preaching the gospel) to the 
believers in Philippi. Paul wrote to the believers to 
encourage them to keep growing in their faith. Two 
believers were struggling with one another, and Paul 
urged them to get along with one another. 

We appreciate your willingness to share this great 
letter with other believers

Sincerely, 

Fellow Believers in Christ 
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SECTION

2.7 Revelation
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Promises Kept 

What You’ll Need: Nothing 

STEP 1: Ask kids to turn to each other and share a 
time when someone made them a promise and 
kept it. 

STEP 2: Share these key concepts: 

•	 God has given us many promises in the Bible, 
and all of them will come true because God is 
truth and always keeps His promises. 

•	 The last book of the Bible, Revelations, contains 
promises for our future. And because God 
always keeps His promises, we know that they 
will come true. 

STEP 3: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
the promises in the book of Revelation.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.7 Revelation
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: Reminders of Heaven

What You’ll Need: Nothing 

PREP: Ahead of time, ask a leader to share the 
things that make him or her look forward to 
heaven. 

STEP 1: Introduce the leader you are interviewing 
and explain that he or she will be sharing about 
the things that make him or her look forward to 
heaven.

Ask:

•	 What makes you think about heaven? 

•	 How do you feel when you think about heaven? 

STEP 2: Share the following key concepts: 

•	 The book of Revelation is the last book of the 
Bible. The Holy Spirit inspired John to write 
about visions of the end times and of heaven. 

•	 When we study the book of Revelations, we 
will be able to learn more about the home that 
God has promised to those who accept Jesus as 
their Savior. 

STEP 3: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
the promises in the book of Revelation.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.7 Revelation
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Future Promises

What You’ll Need: Bibles, long piece of a large 
roll of paper (or several poster boards taped 
together), markers or crayons, tape 

PREP: Write each verse reference on the bottom 
of the paper, spaced far enough apart to make 
sections for the kids to draw and write. In 
the middle of the paper, write Promises from 
Revelation.

STEP 1: Explain that today you will be working with 
them to make a banner of the promises found in 
Revelation. Divide kids into pairs or groups. Make 
sure at least one person in each group has a Bible. 
Give them a section on the paper with a verse 
reference. 

The passages with promises from Revelation: 

•	 Revelation 1:3

•	 Revelation 20:10

•	 Revelation 21: 4

•	 Revelation 22:5

•	 Revelation 22:7

STEP 2: Give groups five minutes to read their 
verses aloud and to determine the promise 
located in the verse. Explain that they get to write 
in their promise, or represent it with pictures or 
symbols. 

STEP 3: After five minutes, have each group share 
their promise. Congratulate them on their work, 
and (if possible) find a space on the wall to tape 
up the finished banner.

STEP 4: Share the concepts from the Main Lesson 
Teaching Outline in the Large Group Guide, and 
follow up with the Lesson Application questions 
and Sum It Up statements.

Notes:
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SECTION

2.7 Revelation
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: God Will Make Things Right

What You’ll Need: God Will Make Things Right 
Handout, scissors, Bible 

PREP: Print out one copy of the handout pages, 
and cut out if possible.

STEP 1: Explain that in today’s lesson on 
Revelation, you will be looking at three things that 
are wrong right now, but the promises found in 
Revelation show that God will make them right.

STEP 2: Ask for three volunteers, and give them 
each one of the handouts with the thumbs down. 
Explain that these three things don’t seem right. 
Read the words on the thumbs down, or have the 
kids read the one they are holding.

STEP 3: Explain that the promises in Revelation 
can help us understand that God will make these 
things right. Switch each of the thumbs down to 
thumbs up, and read the verse or have the kids 
read the verse listed on their thumbs up.

STEP 4: Share the concepts from the Main Lesson 
Teaching Outline in the Large Group Guide, and 
follow up with the Lesson Application questions 
and Sum It Up statements.

Notes:

ESV
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Sin and Satan
Adam and Even sinned, and everyone (except Jesus) 
after them has been a sinner. Satan is God’s enemy 
and the enemy of all who love and obey God. How will 
God make this right and defeat His enemy?

ESV
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Pain and Death
Because of sin, we have pain, suffering, sadness, and 
death on the earth. How will God make this right?

T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.7 Revelation • God Will Make Things Right Handout (2 of 6)
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Eternity
Jesus said we would one day be with Him forever.  
How do we know God will make this right and fulfill 
His promise?

T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE • 2.7 Revelation • God Will Make Things Right Handout (3 of 6)
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Sin and Satan
 (Revelation 20:10)
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Pain and Death
 (Revelation 21:4)
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Eternity
 (Revelation 21:3)
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SECTION

2.8 The Bible Review
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 1: Favorite Book 

What You’ll Need: Nothing 

STEP 1: Ask volunteers to share books they have 
read at school. If kids cannot think of books, ask if 
they have read any of the following books: 

Charlotte’s Web

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

Little House on the Prairie

Henry Huggins

(Suggest other popular kids’ books titles your kids 
may have read.)

STEP 2: Ask the following questions:

•	 What do you think makes a book good? 

•	 What do you think teachers look for in a good 
book? 

•	 Why is it important to read good literature? 

STEP 3: Share the following key concepts: 

•	 It is important to read and study good 
literature. Books teach us much about society, 
culture, and how other people think and feel. 

•	 The Bible is the very best book that has ever 
been written, because it was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and everything in the Bible is true. 

•	 The Bible is powerful and contains everything 
we need to know about God and His plan. 

STEP 4: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
the Bible.

Notes:

ESV



T&T MISSION: EVIDENCE OF GRACE

© 2017 Awana® Clubs International. This page may be reproduced only by churches registered with Awana.

SECTION

2.8 The Bible Review
Introduction Activity (5 Minutes)

Option 2: Favorite Bible Character 

What You’ll Need: Nothing 

PREP: Ahead of time, ask a kid or leader to be 
prepared to share about their favorite Bible 
characters. 

STEP 1: Introduce your interviewee to the group.

STEP 2: Ask the following questions: 

•	 What is your favorite Bible character?

•	 What makes this character so special? 

•	 Why do you think this character is in the Bible? 

•	 What can we learn from this character’s life? 

STEP 3: Share these key concepts: 

•	 The Bible is full of true stories and characters. 

•	 By studying the 66 books of the Bible and the 
characters in them, we learn about God’s plan 
for us, and how we can grow closer to him. 

STEP 4: Transition into the main lesson by opening 
in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to help you and 
your kids understand the importance of studying 
the Bible.

Notes:

ESV
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SECTION

2.8 The Bible Review
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 1: Summary Statements 

What You’ll Need: Summary Statements 
Handouts, masking tape 

PREP: Print out all of the handouts. On the wall 
or other flat surface, tape the seven categories 
(Books of History, Books of Wisdom, Books of 
Prophecy, the Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and 
Revelation) 

STEP 1: Briefly review the seven categories of the 
Bible as you share these key concepts. 

•	 God’s Word was written by men who were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to write down what 
He told them to write (2 Peter 1:21). These men 
from different walks of life, wrote the 66 books 
that make up the Bible. 

•	 The Books of History give early world history 
and highlight the beginning of the Israelites 
and describe how they became a nation. 
The Books of History show us that God had a 
plan from the very beginning for His greatest 
creation, man. We can learn from the lives of 
key people in these books (Genesis 12:1-3). 

•	 The writers of the Books of Wisdom share their 
thoughts and feelings with God and offer Him 
praise. They also teach us how to live a life 
that pleases God. Studying these books show 
us who God is and how we can get wisdom to 
make right choices (Proverbs 1:7). 

•	 The Books of Prophecy were written by 
prophets to warn people about their sin and 
tell them God’s messages. These books show 
us everything God says will happen will come 
true. We can also learn that God wants us to 
love and obey Him only (Ezekiel 38:23).

•	 Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are the Gospels 
and teach what Jesus Christ did while He was 
here on earth. When we study the Gospels, we 
learn key truths about Jesus’ birth, ministry and 
life, death and resurrection (Luke 2:52). 

•	 The Book of Acts tells us how the early church 

began. We can learn from the early church how 
to share the good news and how to love and 
encourage other believers (Acts 2:41-42). 

•	 The Epistles are letters written to believers and 
churches. They teach us about our salvation, 
about who we are in Christ, and about how we 
can live holy lives that please Christ (Romans 
12:1-2) 

•	 Revelation gives us the hope of an eternity with 
God and shows us that God keeps His promises 
(Revelation 21:1-4). 

STEP 2: Ask for two volunteers to compete 
in a game. Invite them to the front of your 
space. Explain that you will read the Summary 
Statements, and ask your two contestants to 
identify which of the seven categories best fits the 
statement. When they know the right answer, they 
can run and grab the right category, and whoever 
grabs the right one first, wins that round.

Summary statements you can read:

•	 These books were written to the early church 
and believers.

•	 These books contain details of the Flood and 
other early world history events.

•	 The people who wrote these books were given 
special messages from God. 

•	 This book promises what will happen for 
believers who accept Jesus as their Savior. 

•	 These books share Jesus’ birth, life and ministry, 
death and resurrection. 

•	 These books show how we can worship God 
and have wisdom to live a life that pleases Him. 

•	 This book gives the details of how the church 
began and shows us how we can go and tell 
others the good news of Jesus Christ.

STEP 3: The importance of studying God’s Word 
is that it will help us know how to love, obey, and 
worship God more.

ESV
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SECTION

2.8 The Bible Review
Main Lesson Activity (10 Minutes)

Option 2: Bible Books Timeline 

What You’ll Need: Summary Statements 
Handouts, markers or crayons, the kids’ 
handbooks, Bibles 

PREP: Print out all of the handouts.

STEP 1: Explain that you will be looking at the 
different sections of the Bible, and how they line 
up to give us a full picture of what God wants us to 
know. Divide your kids into equal groups, and give 
each a page from the handout.

STEP 2: Give kids five minutes to draw a picture 
that represents their categories. Encourage them 
to use their handbooks and Bibles as needed. 

STEP 3: After five minutes, line up the groups in 
the correct order to display the seven category 
images (Books of History, Books of Wisdom, Books 
of Prophecy, the Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and 
Revelation) and point to each one as you share the 
following key concepts:

•	 God’s Word was written by men who were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to write down what 
He told them to write (2 Peter 1:21). These men, 
from different walks of life, wrote the 66 books 
that make up the Bible. 

•	 The Bible can be divided into seven categories: 
Books of History, Books of Wisdom, Books of 
Prophecy, the Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and 
Revelation 

•	 The Bible gives us everything we need to know 
about how to live a life that is pleasing to God 
(2 Timothy 3:16 and 17). 

•	 All the books work together to reveal God’s 
grand plans for man. 

•	 Studying and memorizing God’s Word will 
change your life and help you know and 
understand God better. 

STEP 4: Lead the kids in prayer, thanking God for 
His Word and asking the Holy Spirit to help them 
understand the importance of studying God’s 
Word.

Notes:
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